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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: a space was 
omitted between "claim9". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 30 is objected to because of the following informalities: the claim states 
"the data when access results in", which is grammatically incorrect. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this, title. 

Claims 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Specifically the claims are directed toward a 
signal-bearing medium, which is not a tangible medium. 

Claims 25-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Specifically the claim is directed to a user 
interface that has no functionality. 

Claims 30-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Specifically the machine-accessible medium 
could be interpreted to be the communication medium of page 15 of the specification. 
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Claims 44 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Specifically the claim is directed to 
a user interface that has no functionality. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-3, 6-16, and 18-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by McKnight et aL, Pub. No.: US 2005/0086613, hereinafter McKnight. 

2. With regard to claim 1, which teaches a method comprising: representing a 
plurality of data items as a plurality of respective nodes in at least one tree, McKnight 
teaches, in paragraphs 31, 39, and in figure 1, a method for showing relationships 
between a plurality of usage items via icon nodes in a tree structure. With regard to 
claim 1, which further teaches displaying the at least one tree with an access time of the 
plurality of data items on an axis, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 32 and figure 1, 
displaying the tree structure adjacent a time line showing a time in which an item was 
utilized. 
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3. With regard to claim 2, which teaches wherein the displaying further comprises: 
displaying the at least one tree vertically with a root node of the plurality of nodes at a 
top, McKnight teaches, in paragraphs 31 and 32 and in figure 1, the tree being 
displayed vertically with the root node on the top. 

4. With regard to claim 3, which teaches wherein the displaying further comprises: 
displaying the at least one tree vertically with a root node of the plurality of nodes at a 
bottom, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 48 and figure 13, that there are a variety of 
display options for a "persistent usage context", showing an alternate tree for displaying 
graphical connections between navigated to websites, where the tree is still represented 
vertically, but with the root node being at the bottom. 

5. With regard to claim 6, which teaches further comprising: retrieving one data item 
of the plurality of data items when a corresponding one of the plurality of nodes is 
selected; and displaying the one data item, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 36 and 
figure 3, selecting a data item to open and in response to a selection opening the data 
item for display. 

6. With regard to claims 7 and 19, which teach wherein displaying the at least one 
tree further comprises: displaying a connector between a parent node and a child node, 
McKnight teaches, in paragraph 33 and in figure 1, displaying connectors between 
elements. 

7. With regard to claims 8 and 20, which teach wherein displaying the connector 
further comprises: displaying the connector in a first format when the child node's 
respective data item was displayed in a same window as the parent node, McKnight 
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teaches, in paragraph 33 and in figure 1, terminating connector between elements on 
the same display at a node. With regard to claim 8, which further teaches displaying the 
connector line in a second format when the child node's respective data item was 
displayed in a different window from the parent node, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 
33 and in figure 1, terminating connector between elements on different display areas at 
page border. 

8. With regard to claim 9, which teaches an apparatus comprising: means for 
representing a plurality of data items as a plurality of respective nodes in at least one 
tree, McKnight teaches, in paragraphs 31 , 39, and in figure 1 , a apparatus for showing 
relationships between a plurality of usage items via icon nodes in a tree structure. With 
regard to claim 9, which further teaches means for displaying the at least one tree with 
an access time of the plurality of data items on an axis, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 
32 and figure 1 , displaying the tree structure adjacent a time line showing a time in 
which an item was utilized. 

9. With regard to claims 10, 29, 33, and 37, which teaches wherein the plurality of 
data items comprise a plurality of web pages, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 34, the 
usage items representing web pages. 

10. With regard to claim 1 1 , which teaches wherein the plurality of data items 
comprise a plurality of database records, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 33 and in 
claim 10, usage items including database items. 



Application/Control Number: 10/775,941 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2173 

1 1 . With regard to claim 12, which teaches wherein the plurality of data items 
comprise a plurality of files, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 34, usage items being for a 
plurality of files (including "word" and "excel" files). 

12. With regard to claim 13, which teaches wherein the plurality of nodes comprise 
respective identifiers of the respective data items, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 44 
and in figures 1 and 10, respective data items being represented by identifying icons. 

1 3. With regard to claim 14, which teaches wherein the plurality of nodes comprise 
respective icons representing the respective data items, McKnight teaches, in 
paragraph 44 and in figures 1 and 10, respective data items being represented by 
identifying icons. 

14. With regard to claim 1 5, which teaches a signal-bearing medium encoded with 
instructions, wherein the instructions when executed comprise: representing a plurality 
of data items as a plurality of respective nodes in at least one tree, McKnight teaches, in 
paragraphs 31 , 39, and in figure 1, a means for showing relationships between a 
plurality of usage items via icon nodes in a tree structure. With regard to claim 15, 
which further teaches displaying the at least one tree with an access time of the plurality 
of data items on an axis, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 32 and figure 1, displaying the 
tree structure adjacent a time line showing a time in which an item was utilized. 

1 5. With regard to claims 16 and 38, which teach further comprising: compressing 
the plurality of nodes, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 32 and in figure 1 , controls for 
removing [128] (collapsing) representations from a detailed description area [150]. 
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16. With regard to claims 18 and 39, which teach further comprising: expanding the 
plurality of nodes, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 32 and in figure 1, controls for 
adding [126] (expanding) representations to a detailed description area [150]. 

17. With regard to claim 21 , which teaches an electronic device comprising: a 
processor (see paragraph 54); and a storage device (see paragraph 54), wherein the 
storage device comprises instructions (see paragraphs 54 and 59), which when 
executed on the processor comprise: representing a plurality of data items as a plurality 
of respective nodes in at least one tree, McKnight teaches, in paragraphs 31 , 39, and in 
figure 1, a method for showing relationships between a plurality of usage items via icon 
nodes in a tree structure. With regard to claim 21 , which further teaches displaying the 
at least one tree with an access time of the plurality of data items on an axis, McKnight 
teaches, in paragraph 32 and figure 1 , displaying the tree structure adjacent a time line 
showing a time in which an item was utilized. 

18. With regard to claim 22, which teaches wherein a root node represents a data 
item retrieved via an address entered by a user, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 47, the 
nodes representing addresses accessed by a user. 

19. With regard to claim 23, which teaches wherein a child node represents a link 
selected from a data item associated with a parent node of the child node, McKnight 
teaches, in paragraphs 4, 47, and 50 and in figure 12, home/initial page nodes linking to 
other pages being represented in the tree. 

20. With regard to claim 24, which teaches wherein sibling nodes represent data 
items selected from a data item associated with a same parent node, McKnight teaches, 
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in paragraphs 4, 47, and 50 and in figure 13, sibling nodes representing data selected 
from a common parent. 

21 . With regard to claim 25, which teaches In a graphical user interface, a method for 
displaying a history of data items navigated, the method comprising: maintaining data 
representing a history of data items navigated; McKnight teaches, in paragraphs 31, 39, 
and in figure 1 , a user interface for showing relationships between a plurality of usage 
items previously accessed, via icon nodes in a tree structure. With regard to claim 25, 
which further teaches displaying the data graphically as a navigation path positioned 
relative to a timeline, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 32 and figure 1, displaying the 
tree structure adjacent a time line showing a time in which an item was utilized. 

22. With regard to claim 26, which teaches wherein a point in the navigation path 
along the timeline indicates when a data item was accessed, McKnight teaches, in 
paragraph 32, the elements are located in the navigational path based on the time they 
were used. 

23. With regard to claim 27, which teaches wherein the navigation path is organized 
based on a parent/child relationship in a navigation sequence, McKnight teaches, in 
paragraphs 10 and 50, organizing the navigational path based on parent/childe 
relationships. 

24. With regard to claim 28, which teaches wherein a child node represents data 
items selected from data items associated with a parent of the child node, McKnight 
teaches, in paragraphs 10 and 50, childe nodes being access from a parent node. 
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25. With regard to claim 30, which teaches an article comprising a machine- 
accessible medium having associated data (see paragraph 59), wherein the data when 
access results in a machine performing: generating one or more nodes in a tree along a 
timeline, wherein a node represents a data item, McKnight teaches, in paragraphs 31, 
39, and in figure 1, a method for showing relationships between a plurality of usage 
items via icon nodes in a tree structure. With regard to claim 30, which further teaches 
each node is located along the timeline according a time the data item of the node is 
accessed, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 32 and figure 1, displaying the tree structure 
adjacent a time line showing a time in which an item was utilized. 

26. With regard to claim 31 , which teaches wherein the machine-accessible medium 
further comprises data that when accessed results in the machine generating more than 
one tree, where each tree represents a data access session, McKnight teaches, in 
paragraphs 10 and 33, the detailed description area contains more than one tree. 

27. With regard to claim 32, which teaches wherein a data access session includes a 
period that a web browser is used to access one or more web pages, McKnight 
teaches, in paragraph 10, storing different web navigation sessions implemented by a 
browser for later access. 

28. With regard to claim 34, which teaches an article comprising a machine- 
accessible medium having associated data (see paragraph 59), wherein the data when 
access results in a machine performing: displaying a timeline and tree in a graphical 
display, wherein the tree includes a node that is positioned in relation to a time on the 
timeline that the node is created, McKnight teaches, in paragraphs 31 , 39, and in figure 
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1 , a method for showing relationships between a plurality of usage items via icon nodes 
in a tree structure, and in paragraph 32 and figure 1, displaying the tree structure 
adjacent a time line showing a time in which an item was utilized. 

29. With regard to claim 35, which teaches wherein the node is created when a data 
item is accessed, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 31, usage of data creates an icon 
representing said usage. 

30. With regard to claim 36, which teaches wherein the nodes represent data items, 
McKnight teaches, in paragraphs 31 and 39, the nodes representing items previously 
accessed by a user and stored for later traversal via the tree structure. 

31 . With regard to claim 40, which teaches wherein manipulating a display setting 
hides or displays nodes of the tree at certain levels, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 32 
and in figure 1, controls for removing [128] (collapsing) representations from a detailed 
description area [150] and controls for adding [126] (expanding) representations to a 
detailed description area [150]. 

32. With regard to claim 41 , which teaches wherein zooming in and out of the 
graphical display is a display setting, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 32 and in figure 1, 
a user being able to zoom in and out of a particular time period revealing [126] or 
concealing [128] relationships between elements displayed under the time period. 
McKnight further teaches, in paragraphs 42 and 43 and in figures 8 and 9, a users 
ability to zoom in on a particular element to show properties. 
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33. With regard to claim 42, which teaches wherein manipulating a display setting 
alters the size of the tree in the graphical display, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 39, 
changing the size of the detailed description window, font, and tree format. 

34. With regard to claim 43, which teaches wherein scroll bars are displayed when 
the display setting alters the size of the tree to a size larger than the graphical display, 
McKnight teaches, in paragraph 32, displaying scroll bars to enable traversal to a larger 
list of the elements. 

35. With regard to claim 44, which teaches a graphical user interface to display 
activity data in a web browser, the graphical user interface comprising: one or more 
nodes each representing a web page, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 34, the usage 
items representing web pages. With regard to claim 44, which further teaches one or 
more trees containing one or more nodes, McKnight teaches, in paragraphs 31, 39, and 
in figure 1, a user interface for showing relationships between a plurality of usage items 
previously accessed, via icon nodes in a tree structure. With regard to claim 44, which 
further teaches a timeline, wherein the nodes are positioned in relation to a time on the 
timeline that a data item of a node is accessed, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 32 and 
figure 1 , displaying the tree structure adjacent a time line showing a time in which an 
item was utilized. 

36. With regard to claim 45, which teaches further comprising: a line connecting two 
nodes of the one or more nodes, wherein the line is of a style which indicates where a 
node was accessed, McKnight teaches, in paragraphs 33 and 49 and in figure 1, 
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displaying connectors between elements, where the line is styled based on the 
navigation method. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

37. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

38. Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McKnight. 

39. With regard to claim 4, which teaches wherein the displaying further 
comprises: displaying the at least one tree horizontally with a root node of the plurality 
of nodes at a left side, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 48, that there are a variety of 
display options for a "persistent usage context", and in paragraphs 31 and 32 and in 
figure 1, the tree being displayed vertically with the root node on the top; and in 
paragraph 48 and figure 13, an alternate tree for displaying graphical connections 
between navigated to websites, where the tree is still represented vertically, but with the 
root node being at the bottom. At the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to display the at least one tree horizontally 
with a root node of the plurality of nodes at a left side. Applicant has not disclosed that 
displaying the at least one tree horizontally with a root node of the plurality of nodes at a 
left side provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. One 



Application/Control Number: 10/775,941 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2173 

of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Applicant's invention to perform 
equally well with the vertical tree because applicant specifies doing so, only doing the 
horizontal as an alternate. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
McKnight to obtain the invention as specified the claim. 

40. With regard to claim 5, which teaches wherein the displaying further 
comprises: displaying the at least one tree horizontally with a root node of the plurality 
of nodes at a right side, McKnight teaches, in paragraph 48, that there are a variety of 
display options for a "persistent usage context", and in paragraphs 31 and 32 and in 
figure 1 , the tree being displayed vertically with the root node on the top; and in 
paragraph 48 and figure 13, an alternate tree for displaying graphical connections 
between navigated to websites, where the tree is still represented vertically, but with the 
root node being at the bottom. At the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to display the at least one tree horizontally 
with a root node of the plurality of nodes at a right side. Applicant has not disclosed that 
displaying the at least one tree horizontally with a root node of the plurality of nodes at a 
right side provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. 
One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Applicant's invention to 
perform equally well with the vertical tree because applicant specifies doing so, only doing 
the horizontal as an alternate. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
McKnight to obtain the invention as specified the claim. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

41. Claim 17 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims and amended to overcome the rejection under 
35U.S.C. 101. 

42. McKnight teaches, in paragraphs 31, 39, and in figure 1, a method for showing 
relationships between a plurality of usage items via icon nodes in a tree structure; in 
paragraph 32 and figure 1, displaying the tree structure adjacent a time line showing a 
time in which an item was utilized; and in paragraph 32 and in figure 1, controls for 
removing [128] (collapsing) representations from a detailed description area [150]. 
However no prior art could be found where the compressing is based on a number of 
delimiters in addresses associated with the plurality of data items. 

Conclusion 

43. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.111(c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited 
therein teach systems for displaying a tree structure representing a navigational path, 
with access times noted accordingly. 
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44. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4047. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

45. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

46. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. ,/f 
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